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2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-7.9-1 7 and 22-27 (renumbered as 1-22) . 

3. EH The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 
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a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The applicant filed a response to the Final Office Action on 7/29/05. 
Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 

Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 
Claims 1-7, 9-18, 20-21, and 22-27 are pending. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Samson Helfgott (Reg. No. 23,072) on 8/1 1/05. 

4. The application has been amended as follows: 
Please rewrite claim 1 as follows: 

"1 . A method for displaying a progress and results of a database search until a 
desired result is displayed, said method comprising the steps of: 

a. displaying a set of entries from a database and a set of operators, 
wherein ones of said displayed set of entries and ones of said displayed set of 
operators are selected to form a database search query for producing valid results; 

b. selecting an initial entry of said displayed set of entries; 
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c. displaying a set of valid results from a query based on said selected 

entry; 

d. updating said set of displayed operators based on said selected entry, 
wherein said updated set of displayed operators includes only operators from the set of 
operators, wherein the operators combined in a query with the selected entry and at 
least one of the set of entries from the database produce at least one valid result; 

e. selecting an operator from the updated displayed set of operators; 

f. updating said displayed set of entries in response to the selected 
operator, wherein said updated displayed set of entries includes only entries from the 
database, wherein the entries combined in a query with the selected entry and the 
selected operator produce at least one valid result; 

g. selecting one of said updated displayed set of entries; 

h. updating said displayed set of valid results according to a query based 
on the selected entries and the selected operator; and 

i. while said updated displayed set of valid results is not the desired 
result, repeating steps d. through h., based on all previously selected entries and 
operators, to select an additional operator and an additional entry for the database 
search query, and to update said displayed set of valid results." 

Line 2 in claim 1 1 , delete [the group] and insert - - "a group" - -. ' 

Cancel claim 18. 



Application/Control Number: 09/768,727 
Art Unit: 2162 



Page 4 



Cancel claim 20. 
Cancel claim 21 . 

Please rewrite claim 22 as follows: 

"22. A method for displaying a start, progress, and end-results of an operation to 
enhance a probability of obtaining a desired result, said method comprising the steps of: 

a. displaying a set of operands, a set of operators, and a result obtained 
from a selection of at least one of the displayed set of operands; 

b. selecting an initial operand of said displayed set of operands; 

c. updating said displayed result based on said selected operand; 

d. updating said set of displayed operators based on said selected 
operand, wherein said updated set of displayed operators includes only operators from 
the set of operators, wherein the operators combined with the selected operand and at 
least one of the set of operands produce at least one updated result; 

e. selecting an operator from the updated displayed set of operators; 

f. updating said displayed set of operands in response to the selected 
operator, wherein said updated displayed set of operands includes only operands from 
the database of operands, wherein the operands combined with the selected operand 
and the selected operator produce at least one updated result; 

g. selecting one of said updated displayed set of operands; 

h. updating said displayed result based on said selected operands and 
the selected operator; and 
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i. while the updated displayed result is not the desired result, repeating 
steps d. through h„ based on all previously selected operands and operators, to select 
an additional operator and an additional operand for the database search, and for 
updating said displayed result." 

Please rewrite claim 23 as follows: 

"23. The method according to claim 1 or 22, wherein said method is directed by 
a computer program product; 

said computer program product comprising a computer readable medium having 
thereon a computer code means, wherein the computer code means is loaded by a 
computer and directs the computer to execute a procedure to display information on a 
computer display; and 

wherein said procedure being executed is based on entered or chosen search 
terms, search commands, operators or operands." 

Please rewrite claim 24 as follows: 

"24. The method according to claim 1 or 22, wherein said method is directed by 
a computer program element stored in a computer readable medium; 

said program element comprising a computer code means, wherein the computer 
code means is loaded by a computer and directs the computer to execute a procedure 
to display information on a computer display; and 
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wherein said execution of said procedure is based on entered or chosen search 
terms, search commands, operators or operands." 

Please rewrite claim 25 as follows: 

"25. The method according to claim 1 or 22, wherein said method is directed by 
a computer readable medium; 

said computer readable medium having a computer program recorded thereon, 
wherein the computer program is loaded by a computer and directs the computer to 
execute a procedure to display information on a computer display; and 

wherein said execution of said procedure being based on entered or chosen 
search terms, search commands, operators or operands." 

Please rewrite claim 26 as follows: 

"26. A method for displaying a progress and results of a database search until a 
desired result is displayed, said method comprising the steps of: 

a. displaying a set of entries from a database and a set of operators, wherein 
ones of said displayed set of entries and ones of said set of displayed operators are 
selected to form a database search query for producing a result; 

b. selecting an initial entry of said displayed set of entries; 

c. displaying at least one valid result based on said selected entry; 

d. updating said set of displayed operators based on said selected entry, 
wherein said updated set of displayed operators includes only operators from the set of 
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operators producing at least one valid result when the operators are selected with the 
selected entry and an additional entry from the set of entries; 

e. selecting an operator from the updated displayed set of operators; 

f. updating said displayed set of entries in response to the selected operator, 
wherein said updated displayed set of entries includes only entries from the database of 
entries, wherein the entries combined with the selected entry and the selected operator 
produce at least one valid result; 

g. selecting one of said updated displayed set of entries; and 

h. updating said at least one displayed valid result based on the selected entries 
and the selected operator, 

wherein said database search is completed when the at least one updated 
displayed result is the desired result, or steps d. through h. are repeated until the at 
least one updated displayed result is the desired result." 

Please rewrite claim 27 as follows: 

"27. A method for displaying a progress and results of a database search until a 
desired result is achieved, said method comprising the steps of: 

a. supplying a set of entries from a database and a set of operators, wherein 
ones of said supplied set of entries and ones of said supplied set of operators are 
selected to form a database search query for producing valid results; 

b. selecting an initial entry of said set of entries; 

c. supplying a set of valid results from a query based on said selected entry; 
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d. updating said supplied set of operators based on said selected entry, wherein 
said updated supplied set of operators includes only operators from the set of operators, 
wherein the operators combined in a query with the selected entry and at least one of 
the set of entries from the database produce at least one valid result; 

e. selecting an operator from the updated supplied set of operators; 

f. updating said supplied set of entries in response to the selected operator, 
wherein said updated supplied set of entries includes only entries from the database, 
wherein the entries combined in a query with the selected entry and the selected 
operator produce at least one valid result; 

g. selecting one of said updated supplied set of entries; 

h. updating said supplied set of valid results according to a query based on the 
selected entries and the selected operator; and 

i. while said updated supplied set of valid results is not the desired result, 
repeating steps d. through h. based on all previously selected entries and operators, to 
select an additional operator and an additional entry for the database search query, and 
to update said supplied set of valid results." 

The claims 1-7, 9-17, and 22-27 are now pending. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1 -7, 9-1 7, and 22-27 are allowed. 
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Reason For Indicating Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1 , 22, 26, and 27 identify the distinct features, "displaying a set of entries 
from a database and a set of operators, wherein ones of said displayed set of entries 
and ones of said displayed set of operators are selected to form a database search 
query for producing valid results; selecting an initial entry of said displayed set of 
entries; displaying a set of valid results from a query based on said selected entry; 
updating said set of displayed operators based on said selected entry, wherein said 
updated set of displayed operators includes only operators from the set of operators, 
wherein the operators combined in a query with the selected entry and at least one of 
the set of entries from the database produce at least one valid result; selecting an 
operator from the updated displayed set of operators; updating said displayed set of 
entries in response to the selected operator, wherein said updated displayed set of 
entries includes only entries from the database, wherein the entries combined in a query 
with the selected entry and the selected operator produce at least one valid result; 
selecting one of said updated displayed set of entries; updating said displayed set of 
valid results according to a query based on the selected entries and the selected 
operator; and while said updated displayed set of valid results is not the desired result, 
repeating steps d. through h., based on all previously selected entries and operators, to 
select an additional operator and an additional entry for the database search query, and 
to update said displayed set of valid results." The closest prior art, Wasilewski (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,374,275) disclosing a graphical user search interface displaying entries, 
operators, and results, fails to suggest the claimed limitations as mentioned above in 
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combination with other claimed elements. The above features in conjunction with all 
other limitations of the dependent and independent claims 1-7, 9-17, and 22-27 are 
hereby allowed. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joon H. Hwang whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4036. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00(M~F). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JOHN E. BREENE can be reached on 571-272-4107. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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